
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 “What does the Lord require of you? To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God” (Micah 6:8). The mandate of the Mission and Social Justice Committee is to discern how the 

parish can best fulfill the command to do justice and to provide resources and activities for 
parishioners on social justice issues. 

 

 

The Committee interprets the command to do justice according to Catholic social teaching as 

expressed in the documents of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) and the encyclical letters 

of recent popes, especially Pope Francis. Catholics are called to combat injustices of all types 

wherever they occur. The Committee’s role in promoting justice is fivefold: 

1. Raising awareness of St. Basil’s parishioners by providing relevant information on justice 

issues and promoting the importance of sharing with others. 

2. Working with other similar organizations in Canada and abroad. 

3. Organizing educational events for parishioners. 

4. Involving parishioners of all ages in these activities 

5. Distributing its share of the parish’s charitable works funds. 

During 2019-2020 the Committee focused its work on four areas: 

• Reconciliation with Indigenous peoples – committee members represented St. Basil’s on 
Kairos Ottawa, the local chapter of the national organization, an ecumenical coalition 
promoting reconciliation. Last fall (2019) the committee organized a Sunday “Lunch and 
Learn” event featuring the film, “In the Spirit of Reconciliation” and resource person Ann 
Seymour. In response to media reports about Mi’kmaq fishers being attacked while 
exercising their right to harvest lobsters, the committee sent a letter to federal ministers 
urging them to take action to protect the treaty rights and safety of the Mi’kmaq people. 

• International development – the committee coordinated the parish’s educational and 
fund-raising programs of Development and Peace – Caritas Canada. 

• Long-term care – the committee sent a letter to the provincial Minister of Long-Term 
Care urging swift and decisive action to deal with the problems in long-term care 
institutions that were so evident during the Covid pandemic. The Mission and Social 
Justice Committee together with the parish’s Catholic Women’s League are continuing 
work on this issue.   
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• Anti-racism – following media reports of horrible incidents of racism in the U.S.A. and 
Canada, the committee has begun self-education on this issue, including its presence in 
the church. Plans are underway for parish activities to understand and respond to 
racism.  

As the committee’s contribution to the celebration of St. Basil’s 60th anniversary, we agreed to 

coordinate a lecture series featuring prominent speakers on topics related to the future of the 

Catholic Church. Due to the pandemic, the project was delayed until the fall and the format was 

changed from in-person to virtual (Zoom). Fr. Kevin Storey, Superior-General of the Basilians, 

opened the series November 22nd with a presentation on the Basilian influence on our parish, past 

and present. The series will continue in 2021. 

During 2019-2020 the following organizations were recipients of the committee’s share of parish 

charitable works funds: 

• Kairos Canadian Ecumenical Justice 

• Development and Peace – Caritas Canada (for its Recovering Together Campaign) 

• Odawa Native Friendship Centre of Ottawa 

• Kateri Native Ministry of Ottawa 

• Ancoura (supportive housing for adults living with a mental illness) 

• Ottawa Community Immigrant Services Organization (for the Marian Dewar Scholarship 

Fund) 

• Green Churches Network 

• Ecology Ottawa 

• Multifaith Housing Initiative (parish membership) 

 

This fall Jim Ramsay retired as chair of the committee and Norita Fleming and Rosemary 

Williams took over as co-chairs. We thank Jim for his many years of leadership and are happy 

that he intends to continue as an active member.  

The Committee meets monthly (time announced in the parish bulletin). The meetings are open to 

all parishioners. New members are always welcome. For further information please contact 

either of the co-chairs: Norita Fleming (613-261-1559, noritasbb@gmail.com), and Rosemary 

Williams (613-829-1912, rosemmwilliams@yahoo.ca).  

  
https://www.stbasilsparish.ca/mis

sions-and-social-justice 
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