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2019 REPORT 
“What does the Lord require of you? 
To do justice, to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God” 
(Micah 6:8). The mandate of the 
Mission and Social Justice 
Committee is to discern how the 
parish can best fulfill the command 
to do justice and to provide 
resources and activities for 
parishioners on social justice issues. 

The Committee interprets the 
command to do justice according 
to Catholic social teaching as 
expressed in the documents of the 
Second Vatican Council (1962-
1965) and the encyclical letters of 
recent popes, especially Pope 
Francis. Catholics are called to 
combat injustices of all types 
wherever they occur. The 
Committee’s role in promoting 
justice is fivefold.  (continued...) 

 

NEW 
MEMBERS 
ALWAYS 
WELCOME! 
The Committee meets 
monthly (the date & time 

announced in the parish 
bulletin). The meetings 
are open to all 
parishioners. New 
members are always 
welcome. 

For further information 
please contact the Committee 
chair: Jim Ramsay at 

613-726-1767 or       

    

moandjim@gmail.com 

 
  

Indigenous Mass of Reconciliation with Kateri Native Ministry of Ottawa and 
the Kateri Circle of Akwasasne First Nation on the Third Sunday of Lent. 



 

 

 

 
During 2018-2019 the Committee focused its work in three areas: 
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, environmental issues 
and international development… 

 

(…continued) The five are:  

1. Raising awareness of St. 

Basil’s parishioners by 

providing relevant information 

on justice issues and promoting 

the importance of sharing with 

others. 

2. Working with other similar 

organizations in Canada and 

abroad. 

3. Organizing educational 

events for parishioners. 

4. Involving parishioners of 

all ages in these activities. 

5. Distributing its share of the 
parish’s charitable works funds. 
 

During 2018-2019 the 
Committee focused its work in 
three areas: reconciliation with 
Indigenous peoples, 
environmental issues and 
international development. 
Committee members 
represented St. Basil’s on two 
local organizations promoting 
reconciliation: Kairos Ottawa, 
an ecumenical coalition, and 
Dialogue for Renewed 
Relationships, a grouping of 
Catholic parishes. The 
Committee supported the 
formation of St. Basil’s Green 
Team and our parish’s 
participation in the Green 
Churches Network. In addition 
to financial support for  

international development 
organizations, the Committee 
coordinated the educational and 
fund-raising programs of the 
Canadian Catholic Organization 
for Development and Peace (D & P, 
https://www.devp.org/en ). 

This past year the Committee 
organized parish events on 
“Sharing the Journey” with 
refugees; a postcard writing 
campaign urging Senators to pass 
Bill C-262, “An Act to ensure that 
the laws of Canada are in harmony 
with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples”; Social Justice 
Way of the Cross; and Indigenous 
mass of reconciliation. One 
Committee member contributed 
short reflections on social justice 
issues for the parish bulletin. The 
Committee engaged in ongoing 
communication with the Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
about support for reconciliation 
with Indigenous peoples and the 
withholding by some bishops of 
funds donated to D & P. 

This year the recipients of parish 
charitable works funds were 
Canadian Jesuits International for 
two of their overseas programs: 
psychosocial activities for children 
and adults of displaced families in 
Jaramanah, a suburb of Damascus, 
Syria, and an intercultural and 
bilingual education and  

 

 

“What does the Lord 
require of you? To do 

justice, to love 
kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your 
God” (Micah 6:8) 

environmental awareness program 
in five Amazon countries; the Fr. 
John Ruth, C.S.B. scholarship fund 
in St. Lucia; O.K. Clean Water 
Project in Cameroon; Kairos (a 
Canadian ecumenical social justice 
initiative); Odawa Native 
Friendship Centre of Ottawa; Kateri 
Native Ministry of Ottawa; 
Multifaith Housing Initiative; and 
the Marion Dewar Scholarship Fund 
of the Ottawa Community 
Immigrant Centre. 

https://www.devp.org/en

